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Massive Open Online Courses = MOOCs December 9, 2014 
 
Are you one of those people who can’t seem to learn enough?  MOOCs are a haven for the perpetually curious, and 
an opportunity for learning from some of the best faculty in institutions worldwide for FREE; a potential boon  for 
those who can’t afford to pay college tuition!  They run the gamut from short workshop classes to semester-long 
courses, and some even offer certification of completion and/or final exams for free (…or for an exam fee—still 
much less than full course enrollment tuition).  We covered the free online learning site Khan Academy in a 
previous Tip (3/19/13), but those included here are for more formal classes. 
 
Here is a brief article from the New York Times giving some background into the promise and reality of MOOCs, 
summarizing that they are a free, low-commitment way for people to get “just in time learning” from some of the 
best instructors at the best colleges and universities. 
 
 

 
 

http://poklib.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/031913KhanAcademy.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/02/education/edlife/demystifying-the-mooc.html?_r=0
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Perhaps the best-known source for access to MOOCs is Coursera: 

 

 
 

Another well-known site is edX: 
 

 
 
 

https://www.coursera.org/
https://www.edx.org/
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Here is a sample of some new classes from Harvard University: 
 

 
 

 

Some courses are 
ongoing, like the 
self-paced one here, 
and others are date 
specific.  Clicking on 
a course of interest 
opens more 
information 
including duration 
and time 
commitment. 

This example course 
might interest a 
student pursuing a 
formal degree in 
education, but might 
also be time well 
spent (12 hours in 
total) for a School 
Board member or 
Superintendent… 



For more information or other reference and collection development assistance,  
call the Reference & Information Desk at Adriance Memorial Library at (845) 485-3445 x 3702 or (800) 804-0092 x  3702. 

Here is another finding aid for free online classes: 
 

 

        

Some 
classes are 
offered in 
multiple 
languages. 

https://www.mooc-list.com/

