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Tuesday’s Tip

information provided by Adriance Memorial Library to make your life a little bit easier . . . .

Massive Open Online Courses = MOOCs December 9, 2014

Are you one of those people who can’t seem to learn enough? MOOCs are a haven for the perpetually curious, and
an opportunity for learning from some of the best faculty in institutions worldwide for FREE; a potential boon for
those who can’t afford to pay college tuition! They run the gamut from short workshop classes to semester-long
courses, and some even offer certification of completion and/or final exams for free (...or for an exam fee—still
much less than full course enrollment tuition). We covered the free online learning site Khan Academy in a
previous Tip (3/19/13), but those included here are for more formal classes.

Here is a brief article from the New York Times giving some background into the promise and reality of MOOCs,
summarizing that they are a free, low-commitment way for people to get “just in time learning” from some of the
best instructors at the best colleges and universities.
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Demystifying the MOOC

By JEFFREY J. SELINCO OCT. 28, 2014

When massive open online courses first grabbed the

B srare spotlight in 2011, many saw in them promise of a
revolutionary foree that would disrupt traditional higher

W Tweet education by expanding access and reducing costs. The
hope was that MOOCs — classes from elite universities,

Email most of them free, in some cases enrolling hundreds of
thousands of students each — would make it possible for

W save anvone to acquire an education, from a villager in Turkey to
a college dropout in the 1Tnited States.
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Following the “hype cyvele” model for new technology
products developed by the Gartner research group, MOQCs
have fallen from their “peak of inflated expectations” in
2012 to the “trough of disillusionment.”

There are several reasons for the disillusionment. First, the
average student in a MOQC is not a Turkish villager with no
other access to higher education but a young white

American man with a bachelor’s degree and a full-time job.

Eight of every 1o students enrolled in University of
Michigan and TTniversity of Pennsylvania MOOCs in 2012-
13 already had a degree of some kind. The credentials gap
was most pronounced in countries where the courses were
supposed to have the biggest impact among the
undereducated: Some 8o percent of MOOC students in
Brazil, China, India, Russia and South Africa had a college
degree, while in the overall population only 5 percent did.
The data represents more than two dozen courses offered
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For more information or other reference and collection development assistance,
call the Reference & Information Desk at Adriance Memorial Library at (845) 485-3445 x 3702 or (800) 804-0092 x 3702.


http://poklib.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/031913KhanAcademy.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/02/education/edlife/demystifying-the-mooc.html?_r=0

Perhaps the best-known source for access to MOOCs is Coursera:

coursera Courses

Take the world's best courses,
online, for free.
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Join 10,515,721 Courserians
Learn from 879 courses, from our 116 partners.
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Another well-known site is edX:
m HOW IT WORKS FIND COURSES SCHOOLS & PARTNERS REGISTER LOGIN

Take free online courses from the
world's best universities
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For more information or other reference and collection development assistance,
call the Reference & Information Desk at Adriance Memorial Library at (845) 485-3445 x 3702 or (800) 804-0092 x 3702.


https://www.coursera.org/
https://www.edx.org/

Here is a sample of some new classes from Harvard University:

LOGIN

Some courses are
ongoing, like the
self-paced one here,
and others are date
specific. Clicking on
a course of interest

m CS50x: Introduction to Computer Science

HarvardX

opens more - —
) . STARTS:2{2n 2073 INSTRUCTORS: 7.5/, V0. Xty HarvereX
information
lncludlng duratlon x: Saving Schools: History, Politics, and Policy in U.S. Educ..
and time '

. STARTS:3 (202073 INSTRUCTORS: sl £ Peterson  HervardX
commitment.

[ HLS2X: ContractsX: From Trust to Promise to Contract

% INSTRUCTORS: Charies Fried  HarvardX

4x: Saving Schools: History, Politics, and Policy in U.S. Educ..

STARTS: 3 7en 201 INSTRUCTORS: Paul 2 Felerzon  HarverdX
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This example course
might interest a
student pursuing a
formal degree in
education, but might
also be time well
spent (12 hours in
total) for a School
Board member or
Superintendent...
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Saving Schools: History, Politics, and Policy in U.S.
Education, Mini-Course IV: School Choice

Mini-Course IV: School Choice

About this Course

n February Sth, 2015. This mini-course

o remain in traditional public scl
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nd Politics of U.S.
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call the Reference & Information Desk at Adriance Memorial Library at (845) 485-3445 x 3702 or (800) 804-0092 x 3702.

For more information or other reference and collection development assistance,




Here is another finding aid for free online classes:

Meoc Ust

Find MOOCs By Multiple Criteria

Home Find MOOCs By

Multiple Criteria

University / Entity

Instructor
Dec 9 -IF YOU MAKE LESS THAN I .
$80K/YEAR, YOU MAY BE SHOCKED SELECT YOUR AGE: 0
TOLEARN YOU COULD QUALIFY FOR A angluage
GRANT WORTH UP TO $5730 18-25 I 26-35 | 36-45 Type of Certificate
Tag
AdChoices [> » Courses » On Line Courses » Mooc ~P_uuuIses I Uesgnr
Provider University / Entity Categories
( Choose some options Choose some options \'Food and Nutrition % | \
Length Estimated Effort Language

| Choose some options

Country

| Choose some options

1-2 hours/week X Choose some options ‘

Exam Certificate

Yes, Statement of

Choose some options
Accqmp!ishment (Free)

Providers and Categories

Search About / FAQs Contact Us|

Online Business Courses
2] necb.edu/bba

Fully Accredited & Career-Focused. New England's
Online BBA Degree.

Certificate Programs
ITT Tech - Official Site
Medical Billing Coding
Boise State University
Mba Class

FIND MOOCS BY
Multiple Criteria

Providers and Categories
University / Entity

Tags Start Date Sort by
SET N Instructor
| Agriculture X Is between Y Rattng v Country
7 Start date Order Language
. \ Type of Certificate
E.g. Tuesday, December 9, 2014
End date SEARCH BY KEYWORD
E.g. Tuesday, December 9, 2014
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Introduction to Sustainability (Coursera)
Home Find MOOCs By

Meoc Lst

AdChoices [>

» Free Courses

» Keyword Search » On Line Courses

Cloud of tags

» Mooc

Online Business Courses
necb.edu/bba
Affordable BBA Business Degree. New England College of Business.

AdChoices [> » Oniine Courses > > Mooc
This course introduces the academic discipline of sustainability and [ jan 19en 2015 |
explores how today's human societies can endure in the face of global P
change, ecosystem degradation and resource limitations

This course introduces the academic approach of Sustainability and

today’s human societies can endure in the face of global
ystem degradation and resource imitations. The ¢
key knowledge areas of sustainability theory and pr:

isciplinary field of study, this foundation requires
intellectual breadth: as | describe it in the class text, understanding our
motivations req he humanities, measuring the challenges of
sustainability requires knowledge of >oth natural and social),
and buildi s technical i into systems (such as
provided by engineering, planning, and management).

» Business Courses

%

Some
classes are
offered in
multiple
languages.

For more information or other reference and collection development assistance,
call the Reference & Information Desk at Adriance Memorial Library at (845) 485-3445 x 3702 or (800) 804-0092 x 3702.


https://www.mooc-list.com/

