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Hathi Trust – Digitized Books September 6, 2016 
 
You may have heard, or read, about the Google Books Project, where some major research universities scanned and 

digitized entire library collections.  It was a massive undertaking.  There is also an Internet Archive of more 

material (over 10 million books) that has been preserved in electronic format.  The Hathi Trust Digital Library has 

built a robust online platform to bring these, and other, resources together into a searchable database. Their 

primary aim with their partners: “… to build a comprehensive archive of published literature from around the world 

and develop shared strategies for managing and developing their digital and print holdings in a collaborative way”. 

Many of the scanned works are still in copyright and may have limited viewing permissions, but the database 

serves as a finding tool, and identifies owning libraries to make interlibrary loan for books still under copyright 

easier—and  identifies works that cover topics of interest, that can also be purchased. 

While some folks prefer to hold a print book in their hands, many are happy to search for—and read what they 

want---online.  One of the best things about Hathi Trust is that many included books are in the “public domain” 

(copyright has expired) and they are here in their entirety. These titles may be read cover-to-cover, and in some 

cases, you can download and print them as .pdf files!  https://www.hathitrust.org/       Here’s a local example: 

 

You can 
save this 
link for 
future 
use. 
 

https://www.google.com/googlebooks/about/
https://archive.org/index.php
https://www.hathitrust.org/
https://www.hathitrust.org/
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As with other search engines, using 

quotations marks around a 
phrase will return exact 
matches with the terms in 
order.  

If you enter a series of keywords in the 
search box, it is assumed that the 
terms can appear anywhere in the 
record—including the text. 
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The beauty of keyword searchability, is that you can locate material on very obscure 

topics, and you can search using multiple synonyms to cast a wider net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember that you can also search multiple 
phrases—using the term “OR” between terms or 
phrases. Using variations can broaden your results. 

Clicking the 
page 
number will 
open that 
page! 
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If you find something in the index 
that you want to look at, just 
enter the page number in the 
“jump to” box and click “go”, and 
you will be on that page! 

Viewing 
tools are 
found 
here… 


